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Digitisation, preservation & access

Preservation

Digitisation

Access

• You need to digitise to preserve and secure representation 
of an object for future and/or broader use
• Acidic paper, Old photos damaged by UV rays 
• Unique / most valuable objects

• You need to preserve digital materials to keep them 
accessible in the future
• Ageing of formats and media storage devices
• Appropriate security setup (intruders / redundancy)

• You need to make the materials accessible on-line to 
promote institution, contribute to cultural heritage and 
support economy
• Simplify access to you content, make it „closer” to users
• Provide materials to be used by creative industries

and/or research



Digitisation, preservation & access

Take advantage of digitisation activities to build community & content around you (make your institution
even more important and needed locally) 

• Social centers for digitisation

• Mobile digitisation center

• Collections days / citizen involvement

• Transcribathon events with gamification

source: http://spd-sbc.blogspot.com/

„What we do is similar to what in the Middle Ages did the monks who 
rewrote the books, but we are millions of times more productive.”

„I like the statement that the book cannot be a prison for the thoughts 
it contains. We release these thoughts and make them available to a 
wider audience.”

Sławomir Osiński, one of the volunteers (source: https://gp24.pl/slupska-biblioteka-werbuje-ochotnikow-
do-spolecznej-pracowni-digitalizacji-wideo/ar/4427315)



Practice of regional digital libraries

• Good solution to balance collaboration and promotion of individual institutions 

• Virtual repositories are usually built on top of regional digital libraries



http://jbc.bj.uj.edu.pl/

http://www.sbc.org.pl/


http://jbc.bj.uj.edu.pl/

http://www.sbc.org.pl/


https://zapisyterroru.pl







DInGO: PSNC toolkit for mass digitisation

Select 
objects for 
digitisation

Prepare
digital object

Archive

Share online

maintain, convert, standardise, …
Planned
objects

Presentation files

Master 
files

access



Example state transitions of activities in a digitisation task in the dLab system



Digital libraries in the PIONIER Network

• In 2002 we started first regional digital
library (Wielkopolska Digital Library)

• Today there are approx. 130 digital
libraries / repositories / archives

– Libraries, museums, archives

– Knowledge bases and internal
repositories

• Altogether they provide more than 5M of 
digital objects

• In 2007 PSNC initiated country-wide
agregator of metadata

Digital Libraries in Polish Optical Internet PIONIER





In total: 5 518 393 metadata

records from more than 130 

data sources, of which

4 157 328 in open access

/data for 2018/09/17



Platform for Polish scientific and cultural heritage resources –
http://fbc.pionier.net.pl/
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Examples of Europeana-related initiatives

Collection days
(source: http://blog.europeana.eu/tag/europeana-collection-days/) Transcribathons

(source: https://transcribathon.com/en/)



Collaboration to support expertise

• Cooperation with Europeana Foundation

– FBC as a content delivery system to Europeana

– PSNC as a technical partner in many projects related to Europeana

• Founding member of IMPACT Center of Competence in digitisation

– PSNC representative (Tomasz Parkoła) acts as a Scientific and Technological
Director

• Affiliated member of Open Preservation Foundation

– PSCN provides open source software dArceo for long term preservation

• Founding member of DARIAH-PL and member of DARIAH ERIC

– PCSS and French HumaNum maintains VCC3 Scholarly Content Management 
(Marcin Werla from PSNC as a co-head of VCC3)

• Member of DataCite consortium (DOI agency focused on data)

– PCSS provides DOI accounts for interested institutions (e.g. for publishers)



Conclusions

• Mass digitisation projects are undertaken by many institutions in Europe 
and throughout the world

• Key elements are digitisation, preservation and on-line access

• Activities on regional, national and international levels successfully promote 
the openness and interoperability of cultural heritage

• Major challenges are:

– Good organisation of work (digitisation, preservation, access)

– Direct access to content via interoperable protocols

– Wide promotion and adoption of best practices



Thank you for your attention!
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